 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SONGWRITER COLLABORATION AGREEMENT
THIS AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is made this _____________________​​​​__________________, between the following individuals (collectively referred to as the “Writers”):



_____________________________________ (“Writer 1”) 



_____________________________________ (“Writer 2”)



_____________________________________ (“Writer 3”) 



_____________________________________ (“Writer 4”)

In consideration of the mutual undertakings described herein, the Writers agree as follows:

1. AUTHORSHIP & OWNERSHIP. Each of the Writers have, either independently or jointly, contributed to the authorship of an original musical composition entitled “_______________________________” (the “Composition”). The Writers intend that all music and lyrics in the Composition shall be merged into a single joint work, the ownership and exploitation of which shall be governed by the terms of this Agreement.  The Composition, including the copyright and all other rights in the Composition, shall be jointly owned by the Writers (who intend to treat each other as co-authors) and/or their music publishing designees according to the following ownership shares:


Writer 1:
_______%


Writer 2:
_______%


Writer 3
_______%


Writer 4
_______%

2. COPYRIGHT REGISTRATION. Each Writer shall have the right to register the copyright in the Composition, provided that any Writer making such registration shall accurately specify the authorship and ownership interests of the Writers in the registration application and shall mail a copy of such registration application to the other Writer(s) at the same time or before the mailing of the registration application to the Copyright Office.

3. EXPLOITATION & ADMINISTRATION. The Writer’s rights in the Composition shall be administered worldwide by the Writers or their music publishing designees or assigns jointly, or by one of them pursuant to an agreement between the Writers or their music publishing designees or assigns. Unless otherwise agreed in writing, all negotiations relating to the licensing, publication, or other exploitation of the Composition shall be conducted as joint negotiations between the Writers. Each Writer shall keep the other Writer(s) fully informed as to the status and progress of such negotiations. No agreement relating to the exploitation of the Composition, whether exclusive or non-exclusive, shall be valid without the consent in writing of all of the Writers, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld. Each Writer shall receive a copy of any such contract, license, or other document. Each license or agreement for the exploitation of the Composition shall provide that the licensee or other third party account directly to each Writer for its share of any advances, fees, and royalties. If any of the Writers receive any royalties or other payments which should have been paid to any other Writer(s), the Writer receiving such royalties or other payments shall pay the appropriate share of such royalties or other payments to the Writer(s) entitled to receive such sums within ten (10) days of receipt accompanied by a statement stating the nature and source of the amount(s) received. Each Writer shall have the right to audit the books and records of the other Writer(s) with respect to any accounting rendered pursuant to this Agreement.

4. COSTS. The Writers shall share, according to the ownership shares specified in paragraph one above, the following costs reasonably related to the Composition: (a) the cost of making demonstration recordings; (b) copyright registration fees; (c) costs relating to the collection of royalties; (d) costs incurred in connection with the exploitation or protection of the Composition, including reasonable attorneys’ fees; and (e) fees charged by agents, such as The Harry Fox Agency, Inc., subpublishers, or administrators. Notwithstanding the foregoing, no Writer may incur costs exceeding $100.00 without obtaining the other Writer(s)’ prior consent.

5. TERM. This Agreement shall last for the full copyright term of the Composition.

6. CREDIT. In all contracts relating to the exploitation of the Composition, the Writers will use their best efforts to insure that each Writer shall receive credit as an author of the Composition in all media where credits are customarily given to songwriters.  

7. WARRANTIES. The Writers warrant that their contributions to the Composition are original and do not infringe upon the copyright or violate the rights of any third party.  Each Writer indemnifies and holds harmless the other Writer(s) and their successors and assigns from and against any expenses (including reasonable attorneys’ fees), damages or losses (including any amounts paid in settlement, but only if the indemnifying party consents to the settlement in writing) incurred by the indemnified party by reason of the breach of the indemnifying party’s warranties. 

8. ASSIGNMENT. Each Writer may assign his/her ownership interest in the Composition and/or his/her right to receive income from the Composition to any person or entity; provided, however, that the assigning Writer shall not be released by that assignment from any of his/her obligations under this Agreement. 

9. MISCELLANEOUS. This Agreement is binding upon and inures to the benefit of the heirs, executors, administrators, representatives, and assigns of the Writers. This Agreement is the entire agreement between the Writers with respect to the Composition and may be amended only by a written instrument signed by all of the Writers. If any part of this Agreement shall be invalid or unenforceable, such invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect the balance of this Agreement.  Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed to create a partnership or joint venture between the Writers.  The headings of the paragraphs of this Agreement are for convenience only and shall not be deemed to limit or in any way affect the scope, meaning or intent of this Agreement. 
10. MEDIATION; ARBITRATION. If a disagreement arises under this Agreement, the parties agree to first try to resolve the dispute with the help of a mutually agreed upon mediator. Any costs and fees other than attorney fees will be shared equally by the parties. If it proves impossible to arrive at an equally acceptable resolution, the parties agree to submit the dispute to binding arbitration in the same city or region, conducted on a confidential basis under the Commercial Arbitration Rules of the American Arbitration Association.

11. Final Agreement. This Agreement terminates and supersedes all prior understandings or agreements on the subject matter hereof. This Agreement may be modified only by a further writing that is duly executed by both parties.

12. SEVERABILITY. If any term, provision, covenant or condition of this Agreement is held to be illegal or invalid for any reason whatsoever, such illegality or invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this Agreement.


13. GOVERNING LAW: This AGREEMENT shall be governed and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of _____________ and by the laws of the United States, excluding their conflicts of law principles.


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Writers execute this Agreement as of the date specified above.

Writer 1: ___________________________

Writer 2:___________________________

Address: ___________________________

Address: ___________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________
Writer 3:____________________________

Writer 4:____________________________


Address: ___________________________

Address: ____________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

